
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Content, Instructional Level and Audience 

 
This intermediate level web-based course is designed for the  
LRN Sentinel laboratorian. 
Basic knowledge of biosafety principles and packaging and  
shipping of infectious and diagnostic specimens is required prior  
to taking this course. 
Content for this course is provided by the CDC, the ASM and  
the WHO. Exams and challenges are provided by the CDPHE.  
 
 

Objectives 
 
Upon completion of this course, the participant will be able to:  
 

1) Describe laboratory protocols and distinguishing 
characteristics for ruling out or referring Bacillus anthracis, 
Yersinia pestis, Francisella tularensis and Brucella spp.  

2) Identify acceptable specimens for testing for B. anthracis,  
Y. pestis, F. tularensis and Brucella spp.  

3) Demonstrate the ability to communicate the proper report  
to the physician when a specimen is referred for additional 
confirmatory testing.  

4) Demonstrate a basic understanding of a State laboratory’s 
confirmatory testing and how rapidly a confirmatory result 
is generated.  

5) Explain the Sentinel laboratory’s role and biosafety  
principles in testing for Clostridium botulinum toxin, 
Smallpox and Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers.  

  
Successful Completion of the Course 

 
Pre- and post-module assessments are autograded and returned 
with valuable feedback via e-mail. A score of 80% on the final  
exam is required to pass the course and receive a certificate of 
completion. 
 

Continuing Education  
 

CDPHE is an approved provider through the ASCLS P.A.C.E.® 
Program. This self-study online course is approved for 12.0 contact 
hours. P.A.C.E.® credits are accepted for continuing education 
requirements for maintaining certification by NCA & ASCP-BOR and 
for maintaining the licensure of laboratory professionals in the 
states of LA, MT, NV, RI and TN. [CA and FL approval for the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is pending] 
 
 
                     

 
  
 
  
 
 

Student Comments 
 

“I thoroughly enjoyed this course! It is 
obvious that a lot of work went into this 
presentation. The pre- and post-testing 
was informative. It was fun to see how 
much I didn't know and how much more 
informed I was in the end. Please invite 
me back.” 
 - Kathy Watts 
    Microbiology Supervisor,  
    Denver District FDA 
 
“I think this on-line training is very well 
presented, and I am finding the 
information very useful. In fact, I am 
printing it so I can keep copies at my 
plate-reading bench. Thank you for a job 
well done.” 
 - Gini Mansfield, MT (ASCP) 
      Quest Diagnostics Microbiology  
 
“This course is superior. It is also very 
informative and the test is not easy.  It 
does require a lot of thinking and reading 
of the material.”  
 - Carmen Ramirez,  
     Branch Operations Coordinator 
     (former Deputy Lab Director),  
     Investigations Branch,  
     Denver District FDA 
 
“I just finished the Anthrax course and it 
is terrific. The pictures and video clips are 
fantastic.” 
 - Amery Ray, MT (ASCP) 
    Clinical Microbiologist  
    Sky Ridge Medical Center 
 
“Thank you very much for this online 
course, I learned a lot from it!” 
 - Pauline Schmidt,, MT (ASCP)  
    CU-Wardenburg Clinic 
 
“Thanks for this class. It was informative 
and well organized.” 

- Marlene L. Loos, M.S., MT (ASCP)  
   Microbiology Supervisor,  
   Sky Ridge Medical Center 
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 7 Comprehensive 
Modules 

 Print option 
available 

 Color photos & 
Video Clips 

 
Key Learning 

Points 
highlighted 

 8 Interactive 
Case Studies  

 Challenging pre-  
and post- 

assessments 
provide instant  

feedback 

 Pass Final Exam with an 
80% to receive   

12 P.A.C.E. credits 

 
 

 
*This course is free to Colorado labs  

for the first 16-weeks. 
(Registration beyond the first 16 weeks 

may have a fee attached.) 
 

Contact Suzanne Kelley, M.Ed, MT (ASCP) 
Colorado Department of  

Public Health and Environment 
Laboratory Services Division 

(303) 692-3294 
suzanne.kelley@state.co.us

 
Check with your Public Health Laboratory 

State Training Coordinator  
for course availability. 
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